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day.h When he was on his first journey into the desert,
a large plate of. silver lay in his way; he soliloquized
thus, " Whence this in the desert ? This is no beaten
path, no track of travellers; it" is too large to be
dropped without being missed; or if dropped, it
would have been sought after and found, for there
is no one else to take it. This is a snare of the
devil; thou shalt not, O devil, hinder thus my
earnest purpose; unto perdition be it with thee!"
As he spoke, the plate vanished. He exhorted
his friends not to fear the evil spirits : " They
conjure up phantoms to terrify cowards; but sign
youtselves with the cross, and go forth in confi-
dence." " Once there appeared to me," he says, on
another occasion, "a spirit very tall, with a great
show, and presumed to say, * I am the Power of God/
and ' I am Providence; what favour shall I do thee ?'
But I the rather spit upon him, naming the Christ,
and essayed to strike him, and I think I did; and
straightway this great personage vanished with all his
spirits at Christ's name. Once he came, the crafty,
one, when I was fasting, and as a Monk, with the
appearance of loaves, and bade me eat: ' Eat, and

fc Eusebius relates of one Natalis, a Confessor of the end of
the second century, that he fell into the heresy of Theodotus,
a sort of Unitarianism, and was warned by our Lord in visions.
On neglecting these, he was severely scourged by angels all
through the night. Hist. v. 28, Vide Hieron. adv. Rufin.